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Nine weeks is a short time to ask people to change patterns devel-
oped over centuries of living. Last fall this was accomplished by
seventeen Landscape Architecture students and the results proved
positive for the community.

Landscape Architecture Professor Daniel Winterbottom led
a Landscape Design Studio in a rural area of Mexico that lacks
running water. In the colonia (small village) of Santa Ursula,
Morelos, the washing of laundry has been done in the same stream
where the drinking water also was collected. The prolonged
immersion for those washing in the cold water caused rheumatism
and other health problems. In this patriarchal society, it was women
who walked two miles away to the stream and collected the drink-
ing water.

Students discovered that working in a foreign country can be
both rewarding and risky. “The reward is in helping the lives of the
90 families in the colonia,” Winterbottom said. The risk is if
foreigners thrust their own ideas into the culture without listening
or “build expectations and not follow through” he said. “Distrust
and skepticism is the most terrible result.” For this studio, despite
not having quite the usual landscape clients, the idea was to please
the client.

Students met with the residents in small groups to discuss the
village’s needs. Because of the traditional gender roles, female
students met with women and male students with the men. Lack
of a community gathering place and water facilities were priorities
for the community. In nine weeks the students built a rainwater
collection system, a storage cistern for 80,000 liters of water, a
public wash facility and a lavanderia (public plaza for social gather-
ing), a filtration system, and planted an orchard reusing the cleaned
wash water.

“Working on site brings a reality to the design process that
drawing your dream project in a studio can never provide”, said
Winterbottom. It taught students self-reliance and adaptability and
how to set and define goals.” In this isolated setting “If equipment
broke, you can’t go down the street and buy another. If your
materials were not delivered today you work on something else so
as not to lose time. Each day is a new challenge.”

For most students the level of poverty in Santa Ursula was
something they had never experienced. Student Janet Salsbury

Mexico Design

shares one of her memorable experiences. “The daily use of a
cornfield as bathroom, complete with flies, dogs, kids and the
occasional farmer tending to his crop.” This was offset by “eating
tortillas prepared by a Santa Ursula community member using the
barbecue we built. Not only was the food outstanding but it was
memorable to see and experience the site being used by the
community.”  ■

Funding for the project came jointly from the Howard S. Wright Endow-
ment and Accion y Desarrollo Ecologico, a non-profit organization
dedicated to improving the quality of life and ecology in urban and rural
communities.
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message from
the dean

Welcome to our newly designed CAUP News. It is a work in
progress and we would love feedback.

By producing a smaller newsletter more frequently, we hope it will
be more timely and reader friendly. And by reducing the size we
will save printing and postage costs. As always, we hope the CAUP
News will inspire you to get in touch with us both through news
and donations. Your activities and successes are of interest and
inspiration to faculty, current students, fellow alumni and friends of
the college. Your generous contributions provide vital support to our
programs, projects, and research—both ongoing and new.

Right now the biggest challenge facing the University and the
College is faculty salaries. Other major research universities around
the country have declared open season on UW faculty. Last year
the College had to work hard with the Provost’s office in order to
retain several members of the faculty who received significant
offers from other Universities. We did lose two faculty members
partially because of salary disparities, but by and large our effort
has been successful. Faculty salaries in the College are at about the
norm for UW faculty in the area of 70% of peer comparator
universities. Those peers are major state universities and do not
include private institutions such as Yale, Stanford, or Princeton. If

these universities were included, then we would be even further
behind in salary parity.

While many think that the “Mt. Rainier factor” is worth something,
it likely is not worth 30% of a faculty salary. The problem is
compounded by the astonishing raise in the cost of housing in
the Puget Sound region which puts the availability of housing
beyond the reach of many younger faculty. While twenty years ago
young faculty could afford to purchase a house, today it is close to
impossible.

In February, I was one of many people from the University lobbying
in Olympia. We are hopeful that the state legislature will provide
significant faculty salary increases and/or will give the UW the right
to set its own tuition rates. This would give the UW the opportunity
to catch up with its peers in faculty salaries and regain some of the
competitive advantage that it has lost over the past few years. The
bottom line, as in all things, is that a quality education depends on
quality faculty and that depends on meeting the competitive
challenge.

J E R R Y  F I N R O W ,  Dean
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Mountains provide a backdrop to the lavenderia, designed and built by

Landscape Architect students, in Santa Ursula, Mexico.

“ Education in such a setting is ‘effortless
learning.’ It has enriched my life. I will carry
this wherever I go.”  SCOTT ECKLEY, Student
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Landscape Architect students

(left to right) Jody Estes,

Nhon Trong, and Jake

Woland bend rebar for the

ferro concrete cistern.
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Dean Jerry Finrow
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ASIC Whirlwind of Activities
Pour, pound, present, party.

This year, the Associated Students in Construction (ASIC) has
been one of the most active organizations on campus, according
to Troy Stedman, ASIC president. Stedman’s claim is evidenced in
a wide variety of activities.

Recently ASIC filled Gould Court for a bustling career fair,
assisted with the CM Hall of Fame, aided a needy family through
the holidays, and successfully competed in competitions.

GOULD CONCRETE POUR

Pouring rain couldn’t stop
determined ASIC students from
pouring concrete.

A steel connection sculpture
donated to the College by the
American Institute for Steel
Construction needed a concrete
foundation behind Gould Hall.
CM students heading to Reno and
Dallas for Construction Manage-
ment competitions needed over
$22,000 for airfare and lodging
expenses. When the students
estimate was lower than outside
contractors, Dean Jerry Finrow
offered the CM students a chance
to help the College  and raise
travel funding in the process.

Professor David Riley and the
ASIC officers jumped at the
chance to pour concrete! Together
over 20 students participated in
constructing the foundation
designed by Senior Lecturer Barry
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calendar
CAUP Honors & Awards Ceremony, Wednesday, May 19, 4–6pm, Gould Court

Tau Sigma Delta/Sigma Lambda Chi Honorary Reception, Thursday, May 27, 1999, location and time TBA

CAUP Faculty Reception, Monday, June 7, 4–6pm

CAUP Graduation, Saturday, June 12, 9–11am, Gould Court

UW Graduation, Saturday, June 12, 1–3pm

CAUP Free Public Lecture Series
All lectures take place on campus in Architecture Hall, Room 147, beginning at 6:30pm. For information on how to receive
AIA Continuing Education Units by attending the lectures, call (206) 685-8222.

Goncolo Byrne “Recent Work” Wednesday, April 14
Anderson and Anderson “Playing in Traffic”, Wednesday, April 28
Steven Ehrlich “The Contradictory Balance” Wednesday, May 5
Virginia McAlester “Historic Neighborhoods and Museum Houses: the Western States”, Thursday, May 13
RIGGA “Artifacts of the Ridiculous and the Unwritten”, Wednesday, May 19
Kristina Hill  “Mapping Uncertainty”, Wednesday, May 26
David Riley  Strawbale Construction: Research and Applications, Thursday, May 27

CAUP Continuing Professional Education
“Presentation Skills for Contractors, Part One” David Riley & Len Holm
To be held on UW campus in June, exact location and date TBA.
For Professional Continuing Education information call (206) 685-8222.
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I would like to help support the College of Architecture
and Urban Planning.

Please direct my gift of $                      to:

CAUP Annual Fund (ARCPRO) – funds expended at the discretion of the Dean
Other department or program (please specify below)

My gift will qualify me for:

CAUP Dean’s Club ($500 or more)
The President’s Club ($2500 or more)
My employer will match my gift. The company’s form is enclosed.
Please send me information on bequests and life income plans.

My check, made payable to the University of Washington, is enclosed.
Please charge my      Visa      Mastercard

A C C O U N T  #                                                           E X P.

S I G N A T U R E

Send to: College of Architecture and Urban Planning

N A M E

A D D R E S S

C I T Y                                             S TA T E           Z I P

P H O N E

Construction Management

Professor David Riley (third from

left) guides CM students in a

concrete pour behind Gould Hall.

PHOTO BY TIM KELSEY

Onouye. CM junior Carrie
Lennon secured a saw to cut the
asphalt. Senior Andy Harmer
charmed a few yards of concrete
from Cadman Concrete. Juniors
Joyce Hsia and Brian Sauer
scrounged some leftover #4 rebar
from their internship sites at
Oceanography and Fisheries, and
senior Ken Harris provided form
materials. Senior Jay Greening
even brought a concrete vibrator
to ensure a quality job, and pur-
chased anchor bolts to be embed-
ded in the footing.

 Everybody chipped in to dig
the 6'x 6' x 3' deep excavation by
hand. The excitement peaked as
the concrete arrived. As the con-
crete was placed, it began to rain
something fierce (shocker). Senior
Brian Grusz led a crew in the
quick construction of a teepee over
the footing, which allowed the
concrete to be finished properly.

All told, the job was done eight
days after notice to proceed. Dean
Finrow rewarded the students with
$3,200 towards their competition
travel costs.

each got their OWN bottle of
sparkling cider!

Then came Santa Claus. Con-
sidering that we are all struggling
on “student salaries”, people still
dug deep in their pockets to give to
a family a little less fortunate. This
generosity was not limited to the
CM students, there were contribu-
tions from other areas of the
College including faculty members.
To make this an even more exciting
endeavor, ASIC threw a fabulous
holiday party. With the help of
Ken Sun of Design Coffee and
Brian Jones, our resident “licensed
mixoligist” we were able to raise
an additional $200.

We couldn’t have done this
without the help of the student
body. Nick Burg made it possible
for us to boogie all night long by
arranging and hiring the DJ,
Christina Cheng created the
“Family Tree” and Tim Kelsey
took care of all those boring details
that are necessary to make a party
like this such a huge success.  ■

HOLIDAY HELP

by Cynthia Miller,  ASIC Alumni Liason

As a community project, ASIC
decided to “Adopt a Family”
during the holiday seasons. With
a phone call to the King County
Labor Council Community
Outreach Program, we were able
to adopt a single mom and her
three children.

Sigma Lambda Chi, the CM
honor society, volunteered to buy
Thanksgiving dinner. Evan
Christiansen, Sigma’s treasurer,
took the family’s “wish list” and
headed to the grocery store. The
children were delighted that they

OUR RENO CORRESPONDENT

As CAUP News went to press,
Professor David Riley served as corre-
spondent by filing an exuberant report
directly from the Associated Schools of
Construction 12th annual competition

in Reno. Over 40 UW students made
up teams that competed against nearly
two dozen other schools.

“We have established the UW as
the team to beat. The place was
buzzing about the Huskies. They
say you can’t win them all, but you
can come close.

“Our Commercial team took
first place and will go to Las Vegas
to compete in the Nationals. The
Residential team won first place,
second year in a row. They gave a
knockout pre-sentation and were
all immediately offered jobs.

“Design Build team took
second place for third year in a
row. The Heavy Civil Team placed
sixth with a courageous effort.”

illustration by Mary Cooper, ARCH 412
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